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SUB J : IMCO SEC GEN NOTE RE CORRECTIONS TO INMARSAT 
CONVENTION AND OPERATING AGREEMENT 

REF: STATE A-2289, MAY 27, 1977 

1 . QUOTED BELOW ARE THE SUBSTANTIVE PARAGRAPHS 
OF THE IMCO SEC GEN'S NOTE IN REPLY TO THE US NOTE 
VERBALE OF JUNE 15, 1977 CONVEYING THE DISCREPANCIES 
FORWARDED BY REFGRAM BETWEEN THE ENGLISH AND THE 
FRENCH, SPANISH AND RUSSIAN TEXTS OF THE INMARSAT 
CONVENTION AND OPERATING AGREEMENT. THE SECRETARIAT 
HAS INDICATED THAT IT WILL ATTEMPT TO INDICATE 
INFORMALLY THOSE DISCREPANCIES, ONLY BETWEEN THE 
ENGLISH AND THE FRENCH AND SPANISH TEXTS FOR THE 
MOMENT, WHERE ITS LANGUAGE SPECIALISTS ARE HAVING 
DIFFICULTY SELECTING APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE. WORK ON 
THE RUSSIAN DISCREPANCIES IS NOT SO FAR ALONG AS YET 
AND SUGGESTIONS OF APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE IF AVAILABLE 
WOULD BE USEFUL. 

2. QUOTE: THE SECRETARY-GENERAL HAS TAKEN NOTE 

OF THE CONCERN OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
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THAT THESE DISCREPANCIES SHOULD BE RESOLVED BEFORE 
THE EXPIRATION OF THE PERIOD PRIOR TO ENTRY INTO 
FORCE OF THE TWO INSTRUMENTS. HE HAS THE HONOUR TO 
GIVE HIS ASSURANCE THAT THIS MATTER WILL BE BROUGHT 
TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL INTERESTED GOVERNMENTS 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER IT IS POSSIBLE FOR HIM TO ESTABLISH 
THE EXACT CORRECTION IN EACH LANGUAGE WHICH MUST BE 
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PUT TO THOSE GOVERNMENTS FOR THEIR FORMAL CONSENT. 

AT PRESENT. THE UNITED STATES PROPOSALS ARE RENDERED IN 
ENGLISH ONLY, RATHER THAN IN ALL THE AUTHENTIC 
LANGUAGES. THE CORRECTIONS WHICH ARE PROPOSED FOR THE 
THREE OTHER LANGUAGES MUST, OF COURSE. BE CONVEYED TO 
GOVERNMENTS IN THOSE LANGUAGES. 

WHILST IT IS ASSUMED THAT NO ALTERATION IS PROPOSED 
BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IN THE ENGLISH 
AUTHENTIC TEXT OF THE TWO INSTRUMENTS, THE SECRETARY- 
GENERAL WOULD BE GRATEFUL TO RECEIVE SUGGESTIONS 
FOR MODIFICATION OF THE OTHER THREE AUTHENTIC TEXTS 
AS THEY WERE CERTIFIED AND CIRCULATED TO GOVERNMENTS. 
IN TWO INSTANCES THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES HAVE 
MADE SUCH SUGGESTIONS IN TRANS -LITERATED RUSSIAN: 

IT IS HOPED THAT THE REMAINING SUGGESTED CORRECTIONS 
MAY BE RENDERED IN THE FRENCH, RUSSIAN AND SPANISH 
LANGUAGES, IN THE FORM TO BE PROPOSED TO GOVERNMENTS 
BY THE DEPOSITARY. 

FOR HIS PART, THE SECRETARY-GENERAL IS ENDEAVOURING, 
THROUGH THE APPROPRIATE CONSULTATIONS AND WITH THE 
SERVICES OF THE SECRETARIAT LANGUAGE SPECIALISTS, TO 
ASSURE THE RESOLUTION OF THIS MATTER BY PREPARING A 
SERIES OF RECTIFICATIONS WHICH MAY BE ACCEPTABLE TO ALL 
THE INTERESTED GOVERNMENTS TO WHICH THEY WILL BE 
SUBMITTED. 

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL AVAILS HIMSELF OF THIS 
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OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE AMBASSADOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA THE ASSURANCE OF 
HIS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. END QUOTE 

BREWSTER 
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